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Abstract

Located in Mammoth Lakes, Californigalentine Camp and the nearby Sierra Nevada Aquatic
Research Laboratory form the Valentine Eastern Sierra Reservig] eefiearch station in the
University of California's Natural Reserve Syser.S | Yy A S NE A (i & Q@amp Sy dzNB
0S3aAlYy 2@0SNInn &@SINR 323 o6dzi GKS | NElafhval KA a
of Euroamericans in the nineteenth cemy, the region was home to Paiutes and other Native
American tribesLand just east of Valentine Camp was surveyed under contract with the United
States governmernit 1856, and mineral deposits in the mountains just west of Valentine Camp
broughthundredsof miners to the vicinity in the last decades of the nineteenth century. Even as
miningin the regiorwaned,graingincreased. fie land that became Valentine Camp was
patentedin 1897by Thomas Williams rancher and capitalist who lived in Owens Valleyas
2AfEALYAaQa &2y Ffaz2 ¢ kYIS AGERRIEPHERN A0 KS mcn | (
founders were very wealthy, very influential men in southern California who could have, and

did, vacation wherever they wanted. Anyone familiar with the natbeauty of Mammoth

Lakes would not be surprised that they chose to spend time at Valentine G&emtine Camp

was donated to the University of California Natural Land and Water Reserve System (now the

bl ddzN» £ wSASNIBS { &ai S Yoontidugd protgction. G2 Sy adzNB GKS €|

T
G2 NE

dWe gave the land because we lovelit OF y Qi GKAYy] 2F | Y2NB &Gl of
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-Carol Valentinel972
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Introduction

In 1972Valentine Camp became parttbie University of Californ@a bl G4 dzNI € [ YR | yR :
wSASNIBSa {eadSY 6b[2w{03X y26ThéNRDG onlybeiveghide f wSa S NI
P'YAGSNBAGE 2F [/ FETAT2NYALI Qa4 Y utaBopyide2 T aOASY G A TFAC
environmental information and education to local communities throughout the stdtdentine

CampQ a ™ p ‘dn Marinalh &akeandthe 55 acres of theearby Sierra Nevada Adiz

Research Laboratory (SNARILN the Valentine Eastern Sra ReservédVESRadministered by

UC Santa Barbar8ut Valentine Camp wast always the site of ecological research and

environmental educationSometime after donating the property to the UniversiGarol

Valentinecompiled many details about theamLJQ & 2 NJA I A Yy BliejHistorgzaf S Ay KSNJ a&

+ | £ Sy A yMs. Valenihdgas married taEdward Robinson Valentingon ofWilliam

Lucas ValentineThe elder Valentine was likelye @ Y Li@raryfounder.

Richly illustrated with old photographslrs.+ I f Sy i Ay SQa KA&a(Gi2NB Aa adGatt |
the starting point for tle current researchwhich is intended to supplement, rather than

replace, her workThisreport includes a summary of prehistoric and early historic land use in

the vicinity,a discussion of the chain of titlsome biographical notes about the owners, and an

annotated bihography of sources used in thissearch.

Location and Setting

ValentineCamp is located within thgenerous municipal boundaries of the incorporatexivh

of Mammoth Lakesyhich is in southwedviono County, Californiddammoth Lakediesat the
western edge of Long Valley and at the base of the Sierra Nevada, where orogeny, volcanism,
and glaciation have created a spectacularly dramatic landscape. The dr@ind forms of the
area are Mammoth Mountain and other peaks and ridges of the Sierra Nevada range to the

Y valentine Eastern Sierra Reserve websitéytat://vesr.nrs.ucsh.edu/valentine/aboutalentinecamp

I FNRE +FfSYyGAySsE yoOR® 4! . NAST 1 Aad2NE 2F I tSyidAays$s
http://vesr.nrs.ucsb.edu/sites/vesr.nrs.ucsb.edu/files/vesr/A%20Brief%20History%200f%20Valentine %20
Camp%20updated%204D-15.pdf

% Archie Crosby, who worked for the Valentine family beginning in 1@h8mbered that the

land was called Valentine Camp from the beginning (cited in Valentine, page 3), but Art Hess,

K2 a0FNISR I &l gYAff Ay alYY2GK AY MdpHHI NBFSNI
apparently including the founders and their 160ex Hess was a prominent person in

Mammoth and employed up to 15 people, but it is not known if his term was widely used. See

Hess 1990.


http://vesr.nrs.ucsb.edu/valentine/about-valentine-camp
http://vesr.nrs.ucsb.edu/sites/vesr.nrs.ucsb.edu/files/vesr/A%20Brief%20History%20of%20Valentine%20Camp%20updated%2010-20-15.pdf
http://vesr.nrs.ucsb.edu/sites/vesr.nrs.ucsb.edu/files/vesr/A%20Brief%20History%20of%20Valentine%20Camp%20updated%2010-20-15.pdf

west and south. The resurgent domes of theng Valley Caldera, which created Casa Diablo
obsidian source, occur to the north and east withifea miles. Mammoth Pass,lang-used

trade route over the Sierra Nevada, is less than four miles west of Valentine Camp. The climate
of the area is sermrid, with cold winters and mild summers, but wateugiallyabundant in

the Mammoth Lakes area, wiitreams fed by Sierran snow. Average annual precipitation is 20
to 25 incheg

With elevationat Valentine Campanging from about 8000 to350 feet above sea level,

vegetation includes Jeffrey pine, white fir, red fir, and lodgepole pine, with some opere

areas of sagebrush and meadowtammoth Creeka perennial stream, flows through the

middle of the parcelAspart of theUniversity of Californidlatural Reserve SysteMalentine

Camp hadeen the subject of numerous ecological studies, and degcpy’a 2 F G KS /I YLIQa
geology, floraand faunaare availableon the ValentineEastern Sierra Reserv@bsite’

ValentineCamp is west of the original town of Mammoth, now called Old Mammoth, and north

2F htR al YY2(GK w2l RZ 2dza ineddnahink.FiSeCangI®s Y2 RSNY {2
within the south %2 of the northeast %2 and the north ¥z of the southeast ¥4 of Section 4, Township

4 South, Range 27 Eabtount Diablo Baseline and Meridiadlithough Valentine Camp was

originally defined by these aliquot parit was resurveyedh 1962 at the request dVilliam

Lucast I £ Sy (i AB6ABafRobiasBryValentineand again after Edwagld RS .& Ay mMdcy
the time the parcel was donated to the University of California, abduif2he original 160

acres had beeseparated from the main camp parcel by road construction, trade, or aakk

the remaining acreageasdescribed in metes and bounds.

Paleoclimatic data for the regi®suggest significant changes during the potential spamuonan
occupation in the areAWhen humans were first in the regiomost commonly estimated to
have beerbetween 12,000 and 10,000 years ago, the Great Baasundergoingapid climatic
changescausinglpine glacierso retreat, lakedo shrink, and the distribution of plants an
animalsto shiftto higher elevationsThe intensity and length of the subsequent warming trend,
or trends, has been debated, butanwm and dry periods that occurreabout 2000years agand
again from about 1100 to 75@ears aganay have had significaeffects on prehistoric
subsistence patterns in the Mammoth Lakes area. Shifts to warmer temperatures and less
precipitation wouldhave madéhigh elevation areas and usuallyet meadows more habitable.

‘t1 £ S YOUGAYS 91 ai SNy VajehtiGeNhhp antfh I &N SUEsb.édu/daruthie/about
valentinecamp

® http://vesr.nrs.ucsb.edu/

® Mono County Local Agency Formation Commission 2009.

" Bettinger 1982; Mehringer 1986; Skinner et al. .99
2


http://vesr.nrs.ucsb.edu/valentine/about-valentine-camp
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Even more dramatic environmental change in the Long Vatksywas caused by recurrent

volcanism. Twenty eruptions at Mono Craters have been dated to within the last 10,000 years

through either radiocarbon or obsidian hydration analysisvo extensive pumice depits

which blanket much of thedstern Sierra regimhave been dated to 640 and 1190 years ago.

Combined environmental and archaeological data suggest that recurrent eruptions in the Inyo

azy2 @2t 0FyAO0 OKIFAY FfGiSNBR (KS NBIA2yQa LI I yidx
to curtail use of the aga for at least short periods of timgolcanism also had a positive effect

on human use of the area: obsidian from the nearby Casa Diablo resurgent domes was an

extremely important stone for the manufacture of tools before Euroamerican contact.

Archaeolo gy

Many of the archaeological sites that have been recorded in the Mammoth Lakes vicinity are
lithic scatters, where early travelers and traders reduced chunks of obsidian into more portable
(and more valuable) bifaces cores Artifacts at these sites tdn suggest recurrent but short
term use, with stonewvorking the main activityProduction of obsidian bifaces for trade appears
to have peakedetween3,000 and 1,009ears ago, but the collection and processirigood in
the regionmay have increased evtime? Five archaeologicaiteswere recorded within
Valentine Camp itselfs part of a survey conducted for a timber harvest pfsfaur arelithic
scatters (predominantly of obsidian flakes but one site included basalt flakes); the fifth site
consised of two stacks of handawn or axecut lumber, possibly from the late @entury

mining operationsA historic site recorded along Lake Mary Roedr thenorthwestboundary

of Valentine Camp was assated withHans George, a pioneering skier in tmeaa andan early
rope tow."

One of thelargestprehistoric occupation sites recorded in the Mammoth Lakes area is located
about a mileeast of Valentine Cammhere archaeological investigations were conducted as
part of environmental studies for the Snoreek Development: The Snowcreek Site was used

8 Wood, 1984

® Most of the archaeological investigations focusing on Long Valley and the surrounding region were
conducted as part of environmental impact studies for proposed projects, under the National Historic
Preservation Act or the California Eimnmental Quality Act. Because the reports usually contain site
location information, their contents are often unpublished or confidential, to prevent vandalism or other
damage. However, a BLM overview (Busby et al. 1979) and the Snowcreek data rendvwaignitoring
report (Burton 2010) are both available online and are good starting points for those interested in
previous research and relevant sources. Full citations are found in the bibliography.

' Nernir 2002
Y Eurnis 2000

2Burton 1992, 2010: Burtoand Farrell 2006a,b



by Native Americans froms early as@00 BC to late prehistoric times, primarily as absidian
workshop and subsistence camyost site useds indicated byiface production) occurred
between100 and 60Q\.D.,with the peak of occupation c800 A.DThe lack of standardization
in the obsidian tools recovered from the sgaggestshat the site was used by diverse group
of people Midden, bedrock mortars, fireracked rock, and ground stosbow that avariety of
food-processingactivities occurred thereas well Use of the site as a hunting base camp
appears to have increased after A.D. 600.

Much of the obsidian production, trade, and trauethe Mammoth Lakes ardiely occurred

during the summemonths, when the high Sierran passes were free of deep shomg Valley

offered a variety of food resources during snfr@e months. In the spring, Tui chub, speckled

dace, and Owens sucker may have been fished from creeks, while roots and greenseskag c

and meadows might have replenished dwindling winter stores. Small game, deer, and antelope
could have been hunted nearby. In the summer, grass seedscollected from meadows and

drier upland areasThe Jeffrey pine forests provided one of the nidfmd sources for the

Owens Valley and Mono Lake Paiute: Pandora moth larvgeagr*hy S 2 F =+ f SyGAy S
neighbors, Clarke Keelemembered Paiutes camping in the area in the #tmidntieth

century* and Paiutes colleet piag in the Jeffreypine forests at least into the 19803.

Paiute and other Native American Residents

Although mostloselyassociated with the Owens Valley Paiute @melMono Lake Paiutd,ong
Valleywasalsoused byseveralnearbygroups Benton and Round Valley Pailiteed to the east,
Monacheand Yokutgo the west, and Southern Sierra Miwok to the northwdatimary sources

for the ethnography of the inhabitants of Long Valley incluaeks by Julian StewarEmma

Lou DavisandOmer CStewart® Excellent summaries dfie history of the Owens Valley Paiute
and Northern Paiute (including the Mono Lake Paiute) can be found iHahdbook of North
Americanindians®’ Due to friendly relations with the Paiute, small groups of Monache or Miwok
spert extended visits on the est side’® Men crossed over the Sierran passes even in winter
usingsnowshoes, and remained villages on the San Joaquin River until the early salmon runs;
women crossed the pass&sexchange pinyons for acoridammoth Pass was the primary

'3 Fowler and Walter 1985; Lilieblad and Fowler 1986.

!4 Leslie Dawson 1997.

* Fowler and Walte.985.

18 Steward 1930, 1933, 1934, 193Bavis 1964, 196%nd Stewartl939, 1941
" Lilieblad and Fowler 1986: 44B4; Fowler and Liljg¢ad 1986:435465,

18 Gifford 1932; Cain 1961:94

/



route for mary of these trips, especially for those whose home territory was on the west side of
the Sierra Nevada. Theatle and travel resulted in widpread bilinguadim, multculturalism,
andinter-group marriage”

¢KS al YY2(GK ! NBIF Qa KA, WsuldSders @ Intiiblt gegicindOlF @ y >nnn  F S
habitation, but other parts of Long Valleyere occupied year round by an indigenous

population. Sterué cites unpublished material collected by Davis that the Mammoth Junction

Site was used by Mono Lake Paiute in ethapgic times andSteward mentions two or three

Northern Paiute who claimed to have come from a village on Hot CRegkyihumadw & ¥ A a K

ONB S| *Ast218GSS¢ NBLR2NIGSR  fFNBS aFlyRIy3I2é 2y 1210
attended by local Paiute as wak Washo, Ststione, and Indians from TulafeHall discusses

other evidence for permanent occufpian of Long Vallegndconcludesthatt Ay F £ € £ A1 St A K2 :
there were probably some Paiute who spent the better part of theediin and around Long

+ f S8 o¢

Conflicts with New Arrivals

Althoughclaimedas part ofNew Spairand then Mexicono records of any Spéard or Mexican
exploring the Bstern Sierra have been uncoveré&tThe British trapper Peter Skene Ogden
probably traveled throughvhat is now Mono Qanty and theOwens Vallewround 1830, and
small parties of immigrants heading for California occasionally traversed thé’@®easpecting
and mining east of the Sierra Nevada began in the 1850s; the Lost Cement Mine, near
Mammoth Lakes, was purportedlysdovered in 1857.

The first permanent herds of cattle were brought into Owens Valley in 1861 to supply the
growing mining camps of the Imydono region.The newcomeslet their cattle graze on the
PaiuteQ i&rigated agriculturalfieldsand cut pinyontreesfor lumber and firewoodreducingthe
Paiute food supply greatly by the winter of 186Raiutes killed cattle to replace their depleted

9 ilieblad and Fowler 1986:4%8.6.
2 Sterud1965:9
2 Hall 1983:49
22 .
Doyle 1934:203
Z Hall 1983:51
*Busby et al., 1979:37
% |bid: 37-39.

% cavelle 2011



game and plant foods; ranchers retaliated by killing Paitft&asuing battlesescalated, until

GKS YAfAGENE BYAKASR Ay | WaO2NDODKSR SINIKQ OF YLI
theirda G 2 NB &S K2 dza S & Ihe mairRighSniy dzs byer $y1868 and most of the

Paiute in the region were exiled to a reservation at Fort Tejon, south of Owens \fatiey of

the Indians who remained after the forced removal continued attaoke of these was

a W2 | |j dzA yokui/feaiéndo lived in Long Valley, near Deadman Creaekthe North

Obsidian Mountairf® Hostilities ended after the death of Joaquin Jim as&Diablo HotfBings

in the winter of 186566. Overthe next few years most of the Paiute returned; howevmsr then

even more of their lands had been appropriated, dnely becamelargely dependent on the
Euroamericareconomy.For example, Reegrote of one Paiute woman who lived at Whisky

Creek, near where Crowley Lake is now, who drove her horse and buggy into Mammoth Camp

SOSNE 4SS G2 R2 f I dz’frRed alsi®iddecafphod@apbaptibidedS NDa FI Y )
Fd a5 @S Wk O] & 2nebfthe ffRpatkeia ¥ | O BNEG K¢ 2dmdadr NB i A NBR
Ranch on lower Hot CregkAlthough there is no current Indian reservation in Long Valley,

members of theBenton, Bishop, Big Pinét. Independence, Lone Piraad Mono Lake tribes

continue to havestrong ties to the area.

The Establishment of Federal Lands

As was common across the west, the federal government considered the Eastern Sierra as public
land, regardless girior Native Americamccupation and uséThe General Land Office was
created h 1812 to handle and R A & LJDubl® laddF*but the U.S. land policy dates back
even earlier, to 1785 when the Land Ordinance was cred&allic landsvere to be surveyed
into townshipssix miles on a side and divided into 36 emée-square sectionseach containing
640 acres. Land was to beld at no less than $1 per acre in tracts no smaller than 640 acres.
Later laws modified these conditions. For example, Akeof April 20, 1820) A (G An&&® &
making further provision for the sale of the Piglands;, allowed individuals to purchagmiblic
land insmaller amounts (down to 80 acres) @]minimum of$1.25 per acré® Patents giving
people title to the land were signed blgag United States President.

" Lilieblad and Fowler 1986:430.

% Lilieblad an Fowler1986:430, citing Chalfant 1922:14@7.
*Wright 1879

¥ Reed 1971:24

%! |bid: 41.

% BLM GLO Reference Center, onlinétab://www.glorecords.blm.gov/referencel

3 bid.
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Even after the 1820and Aciwas enacted,@me provisions of the original La@fdinance

remained in effect, such as the stipulatithat legal sale and settlement of public land could not

occur until the land had been surveyed and the survey accepted by the Federal Govermment.

1855,A. W.Von Sbmidt was commissioned by the U.S. Government to map lands east of the

Sierra Nevada, which included Long Valleg y { OKYA R Q& &adz2NB¥Sesx O2yRdz0GS
parts of the east and north boundary of Township 4 South Range 27 East, coming within a half

mile of the future Valentine Camp. In 1878 William Minto conducted additional survey in the

township, delineating 40 80, and 1606acre parcels within Section where Valentine Camp is

locateda Ay 12Qa ¢2N] 6l a Ay O2 NLI2 Ndude8 elok)ywhich G KS My T
aK2ga a5A01AyazyQa ¢2ff w2l R¢ F2Ay3 GKNRdzZAK GKS
corner of the land that became Valentine Camp.

In 1893the Sierra Forest Reserve was established to protect over four million acres sffifore
five California countie¥' In 1907, the reserves were redesignatiational Forestg and the
land west of Mammoth became part of the Inyo National Fofesin earlyranger cabin
reportedly became the first structure at Valentine Camp, when it was mayéte site from
the meadow to the east’ Theranger cabirhad beenlocated north of Mammoth Creek, just
east of the current Old Mammoth Road crossihg.

Mining and Ranching

Documented nning activity in the Mammoth Lakes area itself dates from 1877 wiodsh and

silver were discovered near Lake Mary by four prospectors trying to relocate the Lost Cement
Mine. The Mammoth Mining Company was organized and four ®it@s were subsequently

built: Pine City, Mill City, Mammoth CigndMineral Park Pine Cityappears on the 1914 USGS
maps as in Section 9, almost a mile south of Valentine Camp. The 1953 USGS map places Mill
City on the section line between Sections 4 and 9; this jibes with the GLO 1879 mineral claim
map, which depicts a sawmill in the same kima This location puts Mill City about a quarer

mile south of the southernmost extent of the Valentine Camp parcel before it was reduced in
size. Caldwell places Mammoth City, the largest settlement, along the old toltirabtdecame

Old Mammoth Roadyetween Mill City and Pine City. The 1879 GLO mineral map depicts no
a0 NHz2OGdzNBE&a KSNBX o0dzi F 6ARS AGNRALI OSYiSNBR 2y (f

% Busby et al. 1979:73

*The presidential proclamation that designated the ForestdRves is available on the BLM GLO Records
website.

% yalentine n.d.:6

3" Burton 1992:10
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(Blueoutlined rectamgle is enlarged below.)

A closeup of the 1879 GLO plat.
In this view the future Valentine
Campis outlined in blueThose
160 acresverepatented by
Thomas Williams in 18%hd
later sold to the Valentine Camp
founders




The location of Mineral Parkliess precisgincluding in some descriptions just tleeation of
the buildings and in others the surrounding ardammoth historian Gary Caldwgilt it in the
pines, straddling Old Mammoth Road:

At the foot of the grade, west of the meadow and condoyf A dzY &> | f 2y 3 (2RI & Q2
Mammoth Road lay Mineral Par8o named, wrote George W. Forbes (with tongue in
OKSS{KOX a06SOldzaS y2 (GNIOS 2F YAYSNIt KFra Sg@
MYy y nAt Bineral Park [Forbes] note saw mill, brewery, steis and salons

a0F G4GdSNBR | YEhgBB80ikdass lisfidyalSoza datel, stable and pasture,

boarding house, toll house and a dozen cabins. The sawmill Forbes mentioned, owned

by John McFarland and Robert Fraser, was the sole reason for Miner@®arkSEA 41 Sy OS o
¢CKS algYAtft AGasStT gla t20G6SR +020S aAySNIf
al YY2GK YAt¥ O2YLX SEX

AdeleReeddescribesaslightlybigger areaincluding at least the west edge of the old Bodle
Meadow.

In the earliest days this gersd area was known as Mineral Park and extended from the
meadow [where Charles Wildasinn built his cabin] to the foot of the grade below Mill

I AGexXed 'y SENXIé YL Ay (G4KS .Sy bz2E2y O
Mineral Park Hotel and Store. GusiC& 6 | dzZ3 K 2F . A&aK2LJ NB QI €
went with my father, hauling produce by wagon and team from his ranch up to the
LIS2LX S tAGAY3I Ay (Syda®*rd aAySNrt tIN] o0St246

N
—
—
M U
O

/| K N¥ Sa 2AftRIaAyyQa Ol 0Ay &drdek Roadndw infesécts Y R A a 2
Old Mammoth Roa’ad 2 o6& wSSRQ& RSTFAYAGA2YS =+l tSyGAaAyS |/
Park. Reed describgthe origins of Valentine Camagainplacing it in Mineral Park:

Valentine Camp

Tom Williams sold a large acreagetia Mineral Park area to a group of wealthy Los

' y3aStSa o0dzaraySaayYSy Ay mompd 9F NI & Ay GKS W
Chamberlain and John Tibbits, the carpenter team from Bishop, built a number of

handsome log cabins, including a cook nabid dining room. Florence Nicoll presided

38 |bid:34-35.
%' Reed 1982:43/4.

“0Burton and Farrell 2006:234.

10



over the dining room and one of the largest of cook stoves for a good many years, while
husband Lloyd Nicoll was in charge of maintenance Work.

During the peak of mining activity, in 1879, twenty stamps angans-powered engine were

added to the mill at Mill City. Howevea,decline in productivity, severe winter weather,

discontent of the stockholders, and a fire that destroyed half of Mammoth City led to the closing

of the mill and the eventual abandonment e towns. By 1881 only a feprospectors worked

in the area* In 1895 major work was again started at the Mammoth mihe<4.898 a terstamp

mill was constructed at Mammoth City, using the old water turbine from Mill City. Again the

mine did not pay offand was closed the same year. The limited success of the mining
SYGSNIINRARaSa KSfLISR (2 LINBaSNBS 6KF(dQ g2dd R 6S02 Y
asset: its spectacular natural beauty.

Roads and Recreation

In the 1870s, mining precipitated the cansction ofroads and trails to connect thdammoth

areatowns with Bodieand Bishop, andvith the central valley of Californi& wagon toll road

was built by J. L. C. Sherwin from northern Owens Valley to the Lakes District mines at

Mammoth in the 1870sThe alignment as depicted on an 1879 map reproduced in Cafd\aell

history*t I @ (2 ( KS OB Manimot RoadaBdRlénin® GampHowever, he 1879

D[ h LIXIG2 ad2NBSe@SR Ay mMyTy3>S &K2 gsauthéaSthuarteSy a2y Qa
of Sction 4. The USGS 1914 Mt. Morrigfhminute topographicmapalsoshows the road

alignment from Mammoth (now Old Mammoth) to Pine City going through the southeast

quarter of Section 4, similar to the current alignment of Old Mammoth Réad.S & 2 € f G NI A f
over the Sierra Nevada Mountains through Mammoth Pass was built by J. S. French to connect
Mammoth with the central valley of California; this trail probably followed earlier Paiute trails.

During the height of the mining boom in 1879, a saddle trainerthe round trip from

Mammoth City to Fresno Flats (now Oakhurst) twice a week. The saddle train was served by the

Pine City feed and livery stables, whose corral and pasture were located where the Mammoth

Lakes Pack Station is now situat&d.

“Reed1982:680 b2 Ss aNB® =+ fSyiAaySQa KAAG2NE atthef € & [f 2eR
az2y2 [/ 2dzyié GLYRSE (2 +20GSNJ wS3IA&GNIGA2Y | FFARF BAGEA
lists Lloyd D. Nicoll as born in 1912.

“2 caldwell 1990
3 |bid:14-15.
*bid:151
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In the earlyl900s Mammoth was promoted as a resort commurtigst of the current

+ £ SYGAYyS /| YL al YY stori\QilasiinAHbt@l (lateNdBsir&edIbysfireYi KS (6 2
was built by Charles F. WildasififiRower for the Wildasinn Hotel was supplied by the evat

turbine (a Knight Wheel) salvaged from the mining operations and brought éfmmthe mill

site with a sled® Wildasinn also built a cabin, a small store, arsdvamill. The sawmill, located

on the north side of Mammoth Creek, was sold and moved totuwghaow the Shady Rest

campground area in 1908. All the remaining buildings but the cabin were bought by Charlie

Summers, who in 1918 built a new hotel and store called Mammoth Camp

The wagon roado the Lakes Basiwas improved to accommodate automdds in 1920The

Forest Service contributed $4,000 to the effort, and several individuals donated funds. A Bishop
newspaper artile called for volunteer labdf The beginning portions of the Fresno Flats Trail

may have been incorporated into the auto roasl well, because the destination was no longer

the Mammoth Mine, but the lakes beyond. The 1920 road facilitated recreation developments

in the Lakes Basiand probably improved access and increased traffic through the southeast
edge of Valentine Camvi R NA S t20F 4GSR 4 [I1S al YASQa 2dzif
eventually had 20 cabins, a service station, post office, store, and dining room. Tamarack Lodge,
on Twin Lakes, was built in the early 1920s and remodeled in the 1930s; a store and tent houses
were constructedn the early 1930s at Lake Ma&R@mall fishing, backpacking, and packer

outfits also developed to serve a growing clientele of recreationists.

The 1920 road was superseded by the current Lake Mary/Btzdd Highway 203constructed

in 1937.When State Highway 203 was completed to the north of Mammoth, most businesses
movedthereanda | YY2 (G K 06SOFIYS dHUK2aARY ZRPRSBE 6dzaAy SaasSa
Mammoth remained open all winter, it wamt until skiing was developed and promoted

begiming in the 1940s that the town experienced yeaund tourism and mail servicé

**Reed 1982:44

*® Caldwell 1990:26
*"Reed 1982:449.
*® |bid: 72-75.

* |bid: 77-79.

%% Faust 2000:7

' Reed 1982
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From theUSGS 1914 Mt. Morrison topographic mApproximate location of original Valentine

Camp outlined in blués expected for this dateo buildilgs are depicted in tharea that

became the/alentine Camp parcel. The road alignment from Mammoth (now Old Mammoth) to

Pine City goes through the southeast qeaxf Section 4, but (like Digkd 2 y Q& ¢ 2f f w2l RO A
south of an unnamed tributary of Mamoth Creeln the Camp area, and may haweossed only

the far southeast corner dfie 160 acres of the original Camp
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RESTRICTED: S DDE 12-112

In a 1944 aerial photograph of Mammoth lakes area, the new highway completed in 1937 is
dominant,visibleas the white line that awes through the middle of the photApproximate
original boundary of Valentine Carngoutlined in redThere appears to be a road intoe

middle ofValentine Camp, but the old road up toward the Lakes Basin is also appeggrihe
/[ YLIQa aammi KSFad 02
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Inthis portion ofthe 1953 USGS Mt. Morrison topographic ntap, blueoutlined square is the
approximate boundary of the 160 acres that formed the original Valentine Camp. Old Mammoth
Road swings north of the tributary of Mammoth Creek, app#y north of its original alignment

as depicted on previous maps.

Valentine Camp

I NRE 21 ESYGAYSQa yINNFYGASS FyR GKS OKFAY 2F (AL
University of California provide thetarting point forunfoldingthe history of Valentine Camp

itself. As she describes in her accousttehadmarried Ed Valentine, son of Valentine Camp

founder William Lucas Valentine, in 1958&;s. Valentinenot only experienced theamp first

hand, she learned about the history of themp aspart of the familyand the Mammoth Lakes
15












































































































































































































